PONTIAC SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS

WINTER 2022
STEMi Takes Up Residence at PHS
Oakland Schools’ STEMi Mobile Innovation Station visited
Pontiac High School in January providing students with
unique, hands-on learning activities featuring advanced
technology and more.
STEMi offers more than 1,000 square feet of activities for
up to 40 students at a time. Students who participated
had the opportunity to experience firsthand working
with autonomous vehicles, collaborative robots, smart
manufacturing, and extended reality. This level of interactive
learning brings real world understanding for how these
innovations are activated in the professional world. It also
serves as a wonderful introduction and complement to our
Career Pathways programs and other STEM initiatives.
We are fortunate to have this kind of access for our students
and are grateful to Oakland Schools for bringing STEMi to
our district and our fellow Oakland County districts.
We look forward to STEMi’s return!

WINTER 2022

Your Bond Dollars at Work
We continue to be extremely grateful to our
community for the passage of the bond in 2020.
We know the construction across the district
brings some challenges but are so excited with the
knowledge of what’s on the horizon.
Currently we have several infrastructure
improvements happening across the district.
Although much of the work can’t be seen, please
know the architects, builders and contractors are
hard at work creating exceptional facilities and
learning environments for our students.
We are excited to share that in addition to all
the construction work, we have recently been
able to add interactive flat panels in classrooms
across the district. These panels allow for video,
presentations, and hands-on work on the board.
Our students and staff are excited to utilize

these outstanding tools for enhanced learning
opportunities.
Additionally, we were able to purchase new
furniture for our elementary schools. These new
desks and chairs offer several benefits designed
for growing students and their needs. They are
fully adjustable and even have hooks on the side
for backpacks. We are confident these desks will
bring comfort and a positive seating experience
for our students while they are in class.
In the coming weeks, we will be reaching out to
our parents and community members to hold a
“desk building party.” The new furniture is easy to
assemble and there is a major cost savings if we
build them ourselves. All are welcome to join us as
we put together these awesome tools for our kids.
Stay tuned for dates and times!

⊳ Interactive flat panels in classrooms
allow for video presentations, and
hands-on work on the board.

New desks and chairs offer benefits for ⊲
growing students, are fully adjustable,
and have backpack hooks.

Greetings
Happy 2022 and Welcome to
the Winter Semester!

The second half of our school
year has so much opportunity on
the horizon, and we look forward
to celebrating each stop on this
journey with each of you.
In the coming weeks we will be visited by NAF leadership and
dignitaries from our local and state government to tour our
Career Pathways classrooms. We are honored to have been
selected for this visit and look forward to sharing our students’
experiences and growth through the program.
We continue to further expand our educational opportunities
for our students. Our recent curriculum audit provided our
Curriculum and Instruction team with valuable insights and ideas
to further enhance our students’ educational experience and
opportunities. We have also recently instituted a districtwide
after school tutoring program that provides students with added
learning in English and Math as well as enrichment. This program
will help close the learning loss gap that has occurred across the
country due to the pandemic and will help our students shine.

Greetings
Greetings Phoenix Nation,

I am honored to serve each of
you as your Board of Education
President. The confidence and
faith you have instilled in me, and
the entire board, is something we
all take incredibly seriously. Our
commitment to all of you runs
deep and we are unified in our drive to continue to move our
district forward. This is an incredible time to be a Phoenix. The
opportunities for our students are endless and we’ve only just
begun!
As many of you are aware, two of our trustees were recently
elected to the Pontiac City Council. Although we will all miss
their leadership, we are looking forward to working with
them next door at City Hall. The Pontiac School District and
City of Pontiac partnership is an important one. Through our
mutual commitment to collaboration we will elevate our whole
community.
We are excited to welcome our interim school board members,
Anisha Hannah and Marcus Terry to the team. I look forward

from Superintendent Williams
The ongoing bond work across the district is bringing new
excitement every day. Each development is a reminder of
our gratitude for the support from our community members.
We thank you and look forward to more ribbon cuttings and
reveals in the coming months.
Our community partners continue to bring joy and support to
our students and staff. From Mittens for Detroit, who brought
together numerous other partners to give gloves and mittens
to every student, to Joe Lunghamer Chevrolet’s “Come to Class
to Win Some Cash” attendance incentive that provides every
student a chance to win $1,000 just for coming to school every
day, to financial donors such as Amazon, we cannot express
how fortunate we are!
We know the challenges of this school year have been major,
and we know we’re not through them all yet, but despite those
challenges our students and staff are continuing to rise. Each
day I am in awe of the commitment I see across our district and
know there are incredible days ahead!
Kelley Williams, Superintendent

from President Garrett
to gaining new perspectives and learning their visions for our
district.
There are so many positive things happening, but I also know we
are all still haunted by the recent tragedy that occurred at Oxford
High School and the continued challenges we face with the
COVID-19 pandemic. Keeping our students and staff safe always is
imperative.
Through these challenges we are often faced with making
difficult decisions to keep everyone safe while providing the
best educational opportunities possible. During these times,
there is rarely a cut and dry answer. I am appreciative of the
Superintendent and her team’s thoughtful consideration of all
factors, as well as the district’s relationships with the Oakland
County Health Division and Oakland County Sheriff’s Department.
These partnerships and approach have provided us with the
knowledge and facts that allow us to make strenuous decisions
confident that they are what is right for our PSD Family.
I am grateful to our community for your continued support as we
navigate these waters into our much brighter days ahead.
Gill Garrett, President, Pontiac School Board
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WINTER 2022
MEET THE

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Anisha Hannah
What inspired you to want to be a part of the
PSD Board of Education?
In my role with Pontiac Collective Impact Partnership, I
began to hear and learn more about the positive things
happening within the district. So much talk over the
years has been about what wasn’t working within the
district; I thought more people should know about the
exciting things happening here. Our Superintendent
and staff work hard to provide our students with a
quality educational experience. I wanted to do my
part to help make sure our students have that quality
educational experience too, so I thought I would lend
my service to the Board of Education.
What is your connection to the school district?
I am a Pontiac resident, born and raised! I attended
Herrington Elementary, Kennedy Junior High, and
Pontiac Northern High School. My connection with the
school district is this school district gave me my educational foundation that took me to Post
Secondary and Graduate studies.
What are you hoping to achieve as part of the board?
Each person on the board has a strong passion for our students. Each of us want to make sure
that the decisions made will benefit every household in our district. As a part of this board, I
hope to achieve more support from our parents and the community so that we can all work
together for the betterment of our kids.
Outside of the school district, what is your day-to-day profession?
I am the Community Engagement Specialist with the Pontiac Collective Impact Partnership,
where I have the pleasure of working with local community leaders, local government officials,
businesses, and residents.
What else would you like the community to know about you?
I believe that if everyone works together to make things what they can be, and not harbor over
what use to be, progress can be made. I’m excited to be a part of the Pontiac School Board. I’m
looking forward to working with them and helping to move our school district forward.

WINTER 2022
MEET THE NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Marcus Terry
What inspired you to want to be a part of the PSD Board
of Education?
There are many things that have inspired me to want to
be part of the PSD Board of Education. I was born and
raised in the City of Pontiac and attended school within
the district. Growing up in the Pontiac and watching and
learning about opportunities to serve, give back, and
support the continued growth of this community became
important. There were discussions with family and friends
who were encouraging and supportive of my endeavors
to commit to needs of our students and their families.
After praying on the decision and understanding the
nature of this responsibility I knew that I would be able to
contribute by shaping the future of Pontiac Schools and
our community.
What is your connection to the school district?
My connection to the school district is that I grew up
in Pontiac and graduated from Pontiac Central High School, while being the Senior Class Chief!
Through the years I have supported the community by being a resident, taxpayer, and staying
involved with community activities such as the Back-To-School Rally and Trunk-Or-Treat as well
as volunteering with community agencies when they have hosted health fairs and information
sessions related to previous elections.
What are you hoping to achieve as part of the board?
As a board member, I am looking forward to helping continue the successful progress established
to keep Pontiac Schools great, and to inspire other families to return their Pontiac students back to
the district.
Outside of the school district, what is your day-to-day profession?
Outside of the school district, I am a career engineer. I am currently a Program Manager in the
automotive industry; this will allow me also to encourage our students to look at not only postsecondary options after graduation but also to build interest in the skilled trade industries.
What else would you like the community to know about you?
I enjoy spending quality time with my wife, family, and friends, traveling, and watching sports. I
am an active member of Pontiac Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., member of
Pontiac National Pan-Hellenic Council, member of Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, a proud
undergraduate of Western Michigan University(Go Broncos), graduate of Walsh College, and I
consistently volunteer/support activities within the community like Special Olympics of Pontiac,
OU Pontiac Initiative for Early Childhood Education (OUPIECE), and Scholarship Programs like the
Pontiac Promise Zone Authority Board (PPZ).
I look forward to serving the PSD Board of Education!

WINTER 2022
Assessing and Improving
Our Curriculum

Our Curriculum and Instruction team recently
conducted an in-depth curriculum audit for our district.
This voluntary audit provided extensive insights
into the needs of our students and staff and how
our curriculum measures up to best serve them.
Administrators spent time visiting schools and
evaluating the curriculum in-person as well as with
comparative data, common core needs and Atlas
Rubicon assessments
This level of detailed analysis has put our district
in a position of success for reaching our students
effectively. We will continue to pursue this kind of deep
dive analysis to ensure we remain at the forefront of
providing the best education and tools possible.

pontiacschools.org

Our
Website
is
MultiLingual
Our community is rich with citizens from many cultures
and countries. To best serve our community and
the many languages spoken here, we are pleased to
announce that our website is now translated in multiple
languages. When visiting pontiacschools.org, look to
the bottom right of the homepage and you will see

an American flag and the word English. Just click
the flag and our other language options will pop up.
Don’t see your native language? We can still help! We
have access to free translation services that work in
languages from across the globe. Contact our Bilingual
Office for more information!
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soaring
in pontiac

Halloween Fun
at Trunk or Treat

Superintendent Williams and Dr. Echols

Accent Pontiac Entertained the Community

Rogers
Students
Celebrated
Night Sky on WDIV News
Classroom
Safety
Protocols the
In Place
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soaring
in pontiac
Holiday Shopping Spree

PHS Wrestlers Bring Home the Wins

Our Littlest Phoenixes Receive a
Special Visit from the North Pole

Fall Family Fun

Our SFE Team

Herrington’s Count Day Pep Rally
Was Jumpin Thanks to United Way Friends

WINTER 2022

Our Students Art Decorated the
City for the Holiday Extravaganza

President Gill Garrett

The Fire Department Helped Provide
Thanksgiving Meals to 250 PSD Families

Phoenix Cross Country
Had a Great Season

Share a Smile and UWM Surprised
Families with Holiday Gifts

Santa Brings Smiles

soaring
in pontiac
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CELEBRATING
OUR

Staff

We are excited to celebrate Raynard Nelson.
Raynard recently was honored the Region D
MASSW Social Worker of the Year!
Raynard has been in social work for 25 years,
specializing in helping at-risk students. And for
Raynard, he wouldn’t have it any other way. “It can
be challenging,” he says, “but all of us have gifts
and talents and all of us have a calling in our lives
and things we can do. Mine just happens to be in
this field. I get up every morning and actually enjoy
what I’m doing.”
When asked why he became a social worker, he
can trace it back to his own childhood. “My father
died when I was in the 9th grade,” he says, “and
the biggest thing I took away from that was the
compassion that was shown to me. After that, I took
the initiative to support any other students who had
lost a family member because I knew what they had
gone through.”
One of Raynard’s messages for everyone in the
school system is one that can be easily applied to
any of our lives; we need to have sympathy and
understanding for everyone we come into contact
because we don’t know what they’re going through.
“It’s easy to complain about the teachers, or to
harp on a student’s test score, but we need to

Raynard Nelson
Region D MASSW
Social Worker of the Year
realize what students are going through.” From
homelessness, to abuse to addiction to mental
illness, everyone is going through a struggle that
can’t always be easily seen. And these difficulties
were only increased by the Covid-19 pandemic.
“I was doing more bereavement counseling with
students than I had before. Students were losing
parents, grandparents… even siblings.”
No matter how challenging it has been through
the years, Raynard looks back at his career with
pride and with some advice that we can all live
by.” If you want to improve the school system, you
have to look at yourself.” Inspiring words from
someone who has constantly walked the path that
he has urged us all to follow.

WINTER 2022

PARTNER
PROFILE

The year kicked off with some brutal cold
temperatures, making everyday activities like
waiting for the bus, harder. That is even more reason
we want take a minute to thank and celebrate
everyone involved with Mittens for Detroit.
On January 27th, the group made their first ever
distribution in Oakland County here in Pontiac. Over
4,000 pairs of gloves and mittens were distributed
to every student in Pontiac School District!
Founded in 2010, the group’s goal is to collect,
purchase and distribute new mittens and gloves
to kids and adults that are in need. While it’s easy
to overlook, keeping your hands warm during the
winter is so incredibly important and you might not
think of it… until you’re outside. That’s why we are
thrilled that MFD chose our community to help.
“For several years, it has been one of our goals to
start distribution in Pontiac,” said Wendy Shepherd,
MFD’s Executive Director, “and to put mittens and
gloves on the hands of kids here.” And there were
abundant smiles as the mittens were handed out to
the kids. (They even got to pick out which pair they
wanted!)
The mittens were collected and purchased by
several wonderful partners that saw the good
that MFD could do in the community. Participants
included, GM-Pontiac Engineering Center, M1
Concourse Private Garage Owners Group, Molina
Healthcare of Michigan, the Noon Optimist Club,
Nowak & Fraus, and Orchard Lake Country Club,
Stellantis, and United Wholesale Mortgage. Many of

Mittens for Detroit
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the partners took time out to come distribute the
gloves across the district as well.
The collaboration between these groups highlighted
the common goal of helping the community and
warm hands also leads to warm hearts. “We are so
pleased to have this much excitement about helping
children,” said Shepherd, “especially during these
very challenging times.”

Thank you,
Mittens for Detroit!

Mittens for Detroit

WINTER 2022
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Oakland Youth Innovation Lab Students:
Using Social for Social Good!

CONGRATULATIONS

This month we’re highlighting two students
who have been excelling through Oakland
Schools’ Youth Innovation Lab. These students
have been using innovative ways to bring
awareness and action to causes that are
important to them.
Essence Joseph is an 8th grader who has
been working on an Instagram account called
@_eracism_. The message of the account is
a simple one. “We are all equal.” Essence’s
plan is to create posts celebrating people in
history who were important and, possibly
underappreciated members of the black, Asian
or LGBTQ+ community. Her goal, she says, is
to, “show the important differences they have
made, instead of focusing on the wrong they’ve
done.” So far, posts have included the stories of
people like Maya Angelou, Sally Ride and the
sharp rise in violence aimed at Asians following
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Essence believes the time is now to make
a change in the world, “I’m doing this
because I believe the world right now needs
improvement in how we treat others,” she says.

Essence Joseph @_eracism_

“My targets are teens because they are a big
part of the next generations to come.”
Renata Duron-Urquizo’s project is titled “Adopt
Me Please.” She has created accounts on both
Tik Tok and Instagram. With the large number
of stray and unadopted animals, Renata’s
project is an excellent way to raise awareness
of these animals in need of homes. On top
of posting photos and videos of some of
the animals up for adoption, Renata is also
volunteering at a shelter to help take care of
the animals.
Jamie Owen, Essence and Renata’s science
teacher at International Tech Academy, could
not be more thrilled with their projects. “I
am so proud of them for their hard work and
efforts,” she says. On top of celebrating their
ideas and spirit, she is hoping sharing these
two programs will help them gain traction to
lead to meaningful change in the community.
Congratulations to these students on already
bringing positive change in the world!

Renata Duron-Urquizo Adopt Me Please.

Come to Class to Win Some Cash PSD Students!
Our partner, Joe Lunghamer Chevrolet, is giving away
10 $1,000 prizes to Pontiac School District students who
have exceptional attendance for the 2021-2022 school year.
All PSD students who receive perfect attendance in a semester receive an entry
to win. Winners will be drawn at our Back to School Rally in August 2022.

For more information visit cometoclasswincash.com or
email student.services@pontiacschools.org

Tutoring &
Enrichment Programs
Pontiac School District is launching a new weekly tutoring program
for our students before or after school. This is an outstanding
opportunity for students to receive extra attention on key subjects
in a focused environment. Each 90 minute session consists of 60
minutes of math/reading instruction and 30 minutes of enrichment
activities such as art, robotics, and more.

To register and to learn more
about your school’s program,
please contact your student’s school.
Please note: Transportation will not be provided for this program.

2111 Pontiac Lake Road
Waterford, MI 48328-2736
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US!
47200 Woodward Ave,
Pontiac, MI 48342

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

248.451.6800
pontiacschools.org

@PontiacSchools
@PontiacSchools
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The Pontiac School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, religion, height, weight,
marital status, sexual orientation (subject to the limits of applicable law), age, genetic information, or disability in its
programs, services, activities or employment opportunities. Inquiries related to employment discrimination should be
directed to the Director of Human Resources at 248.451.6865. 47200 Wodward Ave, Pontiac, MI 48342. For all other
inquiries related to discrimination, contact the Director of Legal Affairs at 248.451.6802.

